
COVID19

1. Unheeded early warning

2. Taiwan’s handling of the COVID-19 pandemic

2.1 - Taiwan’s handling of the pandemic has been held up around the world as an example of best 
practice. Taiwan leant on its experiences of the SARS epidemic of 2003 in its handling of COVID-19, 
including early screening of flights from China to Taiwan after it initially identified human-to-human 
transmission, an effective track-and-trace system was implemented early and on 19th March 2020, 
and the closing of borders to all foreign nationals, with a handful of exceptions. 

2.2 - As a result of this early action, Taiwan’s first wave peaked at just 307 cases on 6th April 2020 and 
in 2020, there were just seven COVID-19 related deaths in a population of 23.8 million people. While 
travel overseas was not permitted, life inside continued largely as normal. Schools and businesses 
remained open (apart from for a short period after the Lunar New Year festivities)

1.1 - On 31st December 2019, the Taiwanese Government wrote to the World Health Organisation 
warning of human-to-human transmission of a highly contagious new strain of pneumonia in Wuhan, 
China. This correspondence was ignored on political grounds since Taiwan is not a member of the 
World Health Organisation. We can only speculate how the pandemic might have been better 
handled if Taiwan’s early warning had been heeded by the WHO.

3. Taiwan’s Second Wave

3.1 - In late April 2021, crew members from Taiwan’s state-owned China Airlines were found to be 
the key vector for a second wave of the pandemic. This led to a surge in cases from mid-May 2021. 
These were largely focused in the Greater Taipei area of north-west Taiwan and did result in some 
temporary local lockdown measures being implemented. 

3.2 - At the time of writing Taiwan has had just over 16,000 confirmed cases of COVID-19. There have 
been 846 confirmed deaths.
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4. Vaccine diplomacy

4.1 - Taiwan initially ordered 10 million doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine, 5 million doses of 
the Moderna vaccine, and 5 million doses through COVAX (of which 1.3 million are AstraZene-
ca vaccines). It also signed a deal to purchase 5 million Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines but the deal 
was thrown into confusion when the Chinese company Fosun Pharma claimed to have exclu-
sive rights to sell the vaccines in Greater China, including Taiwan. 

4.2 - Taiwan has a law prohibiting the import of Chinese-manufactured vaccines for human use 
and has accused China of attempting to block it from importing any international vaccines. The 
Taiwanese government has been careful to ensure that all flights containing vaccine imports do 
not enter Chinese airspace. 

4.3 - China’s attempts to block Taiwan from important vaccines in sufficient numbers has forced 
Taiwan to rely on donations from friendly countries. Both Japan and the US have donated 
several million doses each while smaller donations from Lithuania, Poland, and Slovakia have 
all been gratefully received. 

4.4 - The UK has so far not donated any vaccines to Taiwan.

4.5 - Taiwan has also developed two domestic vaccinations. The Medigen vaccine received 
EUA approval on 19th July 2021 and deployment in Taiwan began on 23rd August 2021. A 
second domestic vaccine from United Biomedical, Inc. Asia is still in development.

4.6 - At the time of writing, Taiwan has administered a total of 18.5 million vaccines. More than 
50% of the countries adult population has now received at least one dose of a vaccine.

5. Taiwan, COVID-19, and the international community

5.1 - Despite Taiwan’s response to COVID-19 being held up as a model by many experts, 
Taiwan has not been able to share the benefit of its experiences with the wider world. This is 
because Taiwan is still barred from participating in the World Health Organisation (WHO) at the 
behest of China and its attempts to take part in the World Health Assembly in 2020 were 
rebuffed. 

5.2 - The Taiwan Policy Centre urges the UK Government to do more to secure Taiwan’s place 
in these international bodies to enable the world to benefit from Taiwan’s knowledge and 
experience.

5.3 - The Taiwan Policy Centre also urges the UK Government to engage more closely with 
Taiwan when reviewing its own handling of the COVID-19 pandemic to make sure that we 
learn from their handling of this situation and are fully prepared for any future pandemic.
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Taiwan has worked tirelessly to maintain the highest 
international medical standards and practices, and has 
been a critical partner in the �ght against the pandemic. 
Taiwanese deserve to have their medical rights 
represented at the WHO too.


