


5. The impact of One China policy on UK-Taiwan Relations

The One China Policy

Taiwan’s embassy in the UK is 
forced to be called the Taipei 
�5�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H���2�I�“�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���8�.�����7�K�H��
British embassy in Taipei is simply 
�N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���W�K�H���L�%�U�L�W�L�V�K���2�I�“�F�H�M����

UK-Taiwan relations are 
limited largely to 
economic, trade, and 
�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W��

�7�D�L�Z�D�Q�H�V�H���(�P�E�D�V�V�\���V�W�D�I�I���F�D�Q���R�Q�O�\���R�I�“�F�L�D�O�O�\���V�S�H�D�N���W�R���)�&�'�2���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���V�W�D�I�I���X�S���W�R���D��
�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���U�D�Q�N�����6�H�Q�L�R�U���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�V���D�U�H���Q�R�W���S�H�U�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���H�Q�J�D�J�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U���7�D�L�Z�D�Q�H�V�H��
�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�S�D�U�W�V���R�U���D�Q�\���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V���R�I���7�D�L�Z�D�Q�M�V���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W����

�6�H�Q�L�R�U���7�D�L�Z�D�Q�H�V�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W��
�0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�V���D�U�H���Q�R�W���S�H�U�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���Y�L�V�L�W��
�W�K�H���8�.�����7�K�H���8�.���Z�L�O�O���Q�R�W���V�H�Q�G���V�H�Q�L�R�U��
�*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�V���W�R���7�D�L�Z�D�Q����

Taiwan Embassy staff in 
the UK have none of 
the diplomatic rights as 
laid in the Vienna 
�&�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q��

The Ambassadors between the 
two countries have to use the 
�W�L�W�O�H���L�5�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�M����

���������������7�K�H���8�.���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�M�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���D�F�F�H�S�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���2�Q�H���&�K�L�Q�D���S�R�O�L�F�\���D�Q�G���&�K�L�Q�D�M�V���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���F�O�D�L�P�V���R�I��
�V�R�Y�H�U�H�L�J�Q�W�\���R�Y�H�U���7�D�L�Z�D�Q���K�D�V���D���K�X�J�H���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�Q���8�.���7�D�L�Z�D�Q�H�V�H���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V

3. The UK position
�������������7�K�H���8�.���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�M�V���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���2�Q�H���&�K�L�Q�D��
�3�R�O�L�F�\���D�V���S�H�U���)�&�'�2���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���W�R���)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���$�I�I�D�L�U�V��
Committee in 2005:

They went on to say:

3.2 - More recently the Government has consistently  
�V�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���8�.���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���7�D�L�Z�D�Q�H�V�H���H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W��
�L�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V���O�Z�K�H�U�H���V�W�D�W�H�K�R�R�G���L�V���Q�R�W��
�D���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�P��

�O�:�H���D�O�V�R���P�D�N�H���F�O�H�D�U���W�K�D�W���Z�H��
�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���W�K�H���7�D�L�Z�D�Q���L�V�V�X�H���L�V���R�Q�H���W�R��
be settled by the people on both 
�V�L�G�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���7�D�L�Z�D�Q���6�W�U�D�L�W�����:�H���D�U�H��
�V�W�U�R�Q�J�O�\���R�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���D�Q�\���X�V�H���R�I��
�I�R�U�F�H���D�Q�G���X�U�J�H���E�R�W�K���V�L�G�H�V���W�R��
�H�Q�J�D�J�H���L�Q���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�Y�H���G�L�D�O�R�J�X�H���P

�O�8�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���W�H�U�P�V���R�I���D�������������D�J�U�H�H-
�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���&�K�L�Q�D�����+�0�*��acknowl-
edged���W�K�H���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q-
�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���3�5�&���W�K�D�W���7�D�L�Z�D�Q���Z�D�V���D��
�S�U�R�Y�L�Q�F�H���R�I���&�K�L�Q�D���D�Q�G��recognised 
the PRC Government as the sole 
legal government of China [... This] 
�U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���W�K�H���E�D�V�L�V���R�I���R�X�U���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
�Z�L�W�K���7�D�L�Z�D�Q���P

We believe that the UK Government should take steps to 
provide Taiwanese Representative O�ce Sta� with all the 
rights and privileges of diplomats in the same way that it 
has for sta� of the Hong Kong Economic and Trade O�ce 
in London.
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4. The US position
4.1 - The US policy is to acknowledge that 
the CCP believes that there is One China 
�D�Q�G���7�D�L�Z�D�Q���L�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���L�W���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���W�D�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�\��
�I�R�U�P�D�O���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���L�W���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V����

�������������:�K�L�O�H���W�K�H�������������7�D�L�Z�D�Q���5�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���$�F�W��
�P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���8�6���7�D�L�Z�D�Q���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�I�W�H�U��
�I�R�U�P�D�O���G�L�S�O�R�P�D�W�L�F���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���V�Z�L�W�F�K�H�G���W�R��
�W�K�H���3�5�&�����L�W���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���H�[�S�O�L�F�L�W�O�\���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�V�H��
the Taiwanese Government. 

�������������7�K�H�������������6�L�[���$�V�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H�V�����V�L�J�Q�H�G���E�\��
�S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���5�R�Q�D�O�G���5�H�D�J�D�Q���H�[�S�O�L�F�L�W�O�\���V�W�D�W�H��
that the US does not recognise Chinese 
sovereignty over Taiwan.


