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1. The One China Policy

1.1 - The One China policy is the concept that 
there is only one sovereign state recognised 
by the name China. For as long as Taiwan 
identifies itself as the Republic Of China, 
nations with a One China Policy recognise 
either the PRC or the ROC. 

2. The One China Policy and Diplomatic Relations

2.1 - Any country which establishes diplomatic relations with the People’s Republic of China (PRC) must 
recognise the One China Policy. CCP policy makes it clear that all formal diplomatic relations with the 
government of Taiwan must be severed. 

2.2 - Most countries that have diplomatic relations with the PRC legally recognise the State, whilst also using 
non-binding legal terms such as "respects", "acknowledges", "understands", and "takes note of" when 
referencing the CCP’s position that “There is but one China and Taiwan is a part of China.” This allows these 
countries room for some diplomatic ambiguity on the status of Taiwan. The recent case in Lithuania shows 
that it is possible for a country to create more diplomatic space for Taiwan without breaking the One China 
Policy. That China reacts negatively is to be expected, and demonstrates an indifference to lexigraphical 
differences in the international agreements it participates in. 

CONDUCT the UK’s relations 
with democratic allies without 
negotiating with 3rd parties

PROVIDE TRO staff with the 
same rights and privileges as it 
provides for staff of the Hong 
Kong Economic and Trade 
Office.

INSTITUTE a British equiva-
lent of the Taiwan Travel Act 
permitting senior officials of 
both countries to visit

MOVE to officially 
acknowledge it’s 
non-diplomatic 
relationship with the 
Taiwan Representative 
Office (TRO)

1.2 - The One China Principle holds that Taiwan is a part 
of China.  This is often confused with the ‘One China 
Policy’. The One China Principle is mostly referred to by 
officials, academics, and media in Taiwan and China 
when discussing the context in which the two sides can 
meet and negotiate absent official relations.

1.3 - The best-known form of the ‘One China Principle’ is the so-called 1992 Consensus which the Chinese 
Communist Party and many Kuomintang (KMT) leaders in Taiwan interpret as there being one sovereign state 
encompassing China and Taiwan, but with neither side recognising the other as the legitimate government of 
this state.

The Taiwan Policy Centre suggests the UK Government ...



5. The impact of One China policy on UK-Taiwan Relations

The One China Policy

Taiwan’s embassy in the UK is 
forced to be called the Taipei 
Representative Office in the UK. The 
British embassy in Taipei is simply 
known as the ‘British Office’. 

UK-Taiwan relations are 
limited largely to 
economic, trade, and 
cultural engagement.

Taiwanese Embassy staff can only officially speak to FCDO and other Governmental staff up to a 
certain rank. Senior British Government Ministers are not permitted to engage with their Taiwanese 
counterparts or any representatives of Taiwan’s democratic Government..

Senior Taiwanese Government 
Ministers are not permitted to visit 
the UK. The UK will not send senior 
Government Ministers to Taiwan. 

Taiwan Embassy staff in 
the UK have none of 
the diplomatic rights as 
laid in the Vienna 
Convention.

The Ambassadors between the 
two countries have to use the 
title ‘Representative’. 

5.1 -  The UK Government’s continued acceptance of the One China policy and China’s ongoing claims of 
sovereignty over Taiwan has a huge impact on UK-Taiwanese relations

3. The UK position
3.1 - The UK Government’s position on the One China 
Policy as per FCDO evidence to Foreign Affairs 
Committee in 2005:

They went on to say:

3.2 - More recently the Government has consistently  
stated that the UK supports Taiwanese engagement 
in international organisations “where statehood is not 
a requirement”.

“We also make clear that we 
consider the Taiwan issue is one to 
be settled by the people on both 
sides of the Taiwan Strait. We are 
strongly opposed to any use of 
force and urge both sides to 
engage in constructive dialogue.”

“Under the terms of a 1972 agree-
ment with China, HMG acknowl-
edged the position of the govern-
ment of the PRC that Taiwan was a 
province of China and recognised 
the PRC Government as the sole 
legal government of China [... This] 
remains the basis of our relations 
with Taiwan.”

We believe that the UK Government should take steps to 
provide Taiwanese Representative O�ce Sta� with all the 
rights and privileges of diplomats in the same way that it 
has for sta� of the Hong Kong Economic and Trade O�ce 
in London.
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4. The US position
4.1 - The US policy is to acknowledge that 
the CCP believes that there is One China 
and Taiwan is part of it without taking any 
formal position on it themselves. 

4.2 - While the 1979 Taiwan Relations Act 
maintained US-Taiwan relations after 
formal diplomatic recognition switched to 
the PRC, it does not explicitly recognise 
the Taiwanese Government. 

4.3 - The 1982 Six Assurances, signed by 
president Ronald Reagan explicitly state 
that the US does not recognise Chinese 
sovereignty over Taiwan.


